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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant has amended claims 1 , 26 and 28 in the amendment filed on 2/1 1/2007. 

Claims 1-12. 14-24, 26-28 are pending in this Office Action. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney George S. Bardmesser on 4/26/2007. 

in claims: please replace 1, 5, 15, 17, 19-20, 26 and 28 with amended claims 1, 
5, 15, 17, 19-20. 26 and 28. 

Please delete claims 12-14, 16, 18, 22 and 24. 
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1 . (currently amended) A computer system for providing access to 
shareable files of a plurality of local user processes, comprising: 
an operating system; 
a processor: 

a file system locally mounted in the operating system; 

the plurality of local user processes running locally in the computer system under 
control of the operating system; 

each user of a plurality of users having at least one con'esponding local user 
process; 

a sharable file tree storing each shareable file having a file path; 

the file system receiving a first local user process request for accessing a 
shareable file but not to modify the shareable file, the accessing is being executed by 
using any local user process of the plurality of the local user processes, wherein each 
shareable file of the shareable files is being accessible using file system calls, and said 
each shareable file is stored in a file storage memory location; 

the computer system separately creating, for each user of the plurality of users, a 
user file tree, the user file tree is linked with the shareable file tree, and with local user 
processes, the shareable file tree mounted locally in the file system, wherein the user 
file tree comprises at least one link inside the file system, wherein the link is connected 
with a file path of a referenced file accessible using the file system calls of the operating 
system, such that the user file tree points to the referenced file in response to a local 
user process for a request to access a file; 
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multiple user file trees and the shareable file tree have a same mounting point; 

said computer system allowing each user of a private file area to define a 
permitted access to a selected shareable file without copying the selected shareable file 
into a user's private file area, and accessing only files in a file linked with the mounting 
point conresponding to the user's private file area; 

wherein each user's private file area storing a file accessible using the file system 
calls of the operating system, but there are no paths for other user's local user 
processes to access files from any other local user's private file area of the computer 
system by using the file system calls of the operating system, and 

the file system deletes a selected private file stored in the private file area, 
deletes a link connected to the selected private file in the user file tree upon receiving a 
second local user process request. 

5. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 4, wherein the 
modification of the user tree is transparent to the user. 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of Claim 26, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a local user process request to access a selected shareable file to 
modify the shareable file; 

copying the selected shareable file into the private file area associated with the 

user; 
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modifying the user file tree associated with the user such that a link associated 
with the selected shareable file point to the copy of the selected shareable file located in 
the private file area associated with the user. 

26. (currently amended) A method for providing access to shareable files In a 
computer network to a plurality of local user processes, comprising the steps of: 
initializing an operating system; 
mounting a file system locally in the operating system; 

mnning locally the plurality of local user processes in the computer system under 
control of the operating system; 

instantiating a plurality of users, each user of the plurality of users having at least 
one corresponding local user process; 

storing each shareable file having a file path in a sharable file tree; 

receiving a first local user process request for accessing the shareable files but 
not to modify the shareable files, the accessing of the shareable files are being 
executed by using any local user process of the plurality of the local user processes, 
wherein each shareable file of the shareable files is accessible using file system calls 
and is stored In a file storage memory location; 

creating separately, for each user of the plurality of users, a user file tree, the 
user file tree is being linked with the shareable file tree, and with local user processes, 
the shareable file tree mounted locally in the file system, wherein the user file tree 
further comprises at least one link inside the file system, wherein the link is connected 
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with a file path of a referenced file accessible using file system calls of the operating 
system, such that the user file tree points to the referenced file in response to a local 
user process for a request to access a file, and 

wherein multiple user file trees and the shareable file tree have a same mounting 

point; 

allowing each user of a private file area to define a permitted access to a 
selected shareable file without copying the selected shareable file into a user's private 
file area; 

accessing only files in a file linked with the mounting point corresponding to the 
user's private file area, wherein each user's private file area stores a file accessible 
using the file system calls of the operating system, but there are no paths for other 
user's local user processes to access files from any other local user's private file area of 
the computer system by using the file system calls of the operating system; 

receiving a second local user process request to delete a selected private file 
stored in the private file area; and 

deleting the selected private file and deleting a link that is connected to the 
private file in the user file tree upon response to the second local user process request. 

28. (currently amended) A computer system for providing access to 
shareable files of a plurality of local user processes, comprising: 
a processor; 
an operating system; 
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a local file system locally accessible by the operating system; 
a plurality of users, each user of the plurality of users having a corresponding 
local user process; 

the local user processes running locally in the computer system under control of 
the operating system; 

a sharable file tree storing each shareable file having a file path; 

the computer system maintains only one version of any shareable file; 

the file system receives a first local user process request for accessing a 
shareable file but not to modify the shareable file, the accessing is being executed by 
using any local user process of the plurality of the local user processes, wherein each 
shareable file of the shareable files is being accessible using file system calls, and said 
each shareable file is stored in a file storage memory location; 

the computer system separately creating, for each user of the plurality of users, a 
user file tree, the user file tree is linked with the shareable file tree, and with local user 
processes, the shareable file tree mounted locally in the file system, wherein the user 
file tree comprises at least one link inside the file system, wherein the link is connected 
to a file path of a referenced file accessible using the file system calls of the operating 
system, such that the user file tree points to the referenced file in response to a local 
user process for a request to access a file; 

multiple user file trees and the shareable file tree have a same mounting point; 

said computer system allowing each user of a private file area to define a 
pemnitted access to a selected shareable file without copying the selected shareable file 
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into a user's private file area, and accessing only files in a file linked with the mounting 
point corresponding to the user's private file area; 

wherein each user's private file area storing a file accessible using the file system 
calls of the operating system, but there are no paths for other user's local user 
processes to access files from any other local user's private file area of the computer 
system by using the file system calls of the operating system, and 

the file system deletes a selected private file stored in the private file area, 
deletes a link connected to the selected private file in the user file tree upon receiving a 
second local user process request. 



Application/Control Number: 10/691,066 



Art Unit: 2162 



Page 9 



17. (currently amended) The method of Claim 26, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a local user process request to delete a selected private file stored in 
the private file area, wherein the selected private file is not associated with a link; and 

deleting the selected private file in response to the local user process request to 
delete the selected private file. 

19. (currently amended) The method of Claim 26, wherein the step of 
creating a private file area further comprises the step of creating a private file area 
associated with a selected set of the plurality of users. 

20. (currently amended) The method of Claim 26, further comprising the step 
of creating a metadata associated with a selected one of links associated with a 
shareable file in the shareable file tree. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
3. Claims 1 -1 1 , 1 5, 1 7, 1 9-21 .23 and 26-28 are allowed. 

The prior art of record, alone or in combination, does not teach or fairly suggest 
the combination of steps as recited In Independent claims 1 and 28 wherein "the 
computer system separately creating, for each user of the plurality of users, a user file 
tree, the user file tree Is linked with the shareable file tree, and with local user 
processes, the shareable file tree mounted locally in the file system, wherein the user 
file tree comprises at least one link inside the file system, wherein the link Is connected 
to a file path of a referenced file accessible using the file system calls of the operating 
system, such that the user file tree points to the referenced file in response to a local 
user process for a request to access a file; multiple user file trees and the shareable file 
tree have a same mounting point; said computer system allowing each user of a 
private file area to define a pemiltted access to a selected shareable file without copying 
the selected shareable file into a user's private file area, and accessing only files in a file 
linked with the mounting point corresponding to the user's private file area; wherein 
each user's private file area storing a file accessible using the file system calls of the 
operating system, but there are no paths for other user's local user processes to access 
files from any other local user's private file area of the computer system by using the file 
system calls of the operating system, and the file system deletes a selected private file 
stored in the private file area, deletes a link connected to the selected private file in the 
user file tree upon receiving a second local user process request"; and 
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The prior art of record, alone or in combination, does not teach or fairly suggest 
the combination of steps as recited in independent claim 26, wherein "creating 
separately, for each user of the plurality of users, a user file tree, the user file tree is 
being linked with the shareable file tree, and with local user processes, the shareable 
file tree mounted locally in the file system, wherein the user file tree further comprises at 
least one link inside the file system, wherein the link is connected with a file path of a 
referenced file accessible using file system calls of the operating system, such that the 
user file tree points to the referenced file in response to a local user process for a 
request to access a file, and wherein multiple user file trees and the shareable file tree 
have a same mounting point; allowing each user of a private file area to define a 
pemrtitted access to a selected shareable file without copying the selected shareable file 
into a user's private file area; accessing only files in a file linked with the mounting point 
corresponding to the user's private file area, wherein each user's private file area stores 
a file accessible using the file system calls of the operating system, but there are no 
paths for other user's local user processes to access files from any other local user's 
private file area of the computer system by using the file system calls of the operating 
system; deleting the selected private file and deleting a link that is connected to the 
private file in the user file tree upon response to the second local user process request." 

The dependent claims, bring definite, further limiting, and fully enabled by the 
specification are also allowed. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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